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Delivering Water and Hope
Successful Borehole Project Improves Health and Education in Tanzania

“Water is everything,” says Nickson Mongi, 
director at Moravian Mianzini Student Center in 
Tanzania. “It is a crucial requirement for life.” 
Mongi knows from experience. Finding safe 
water in Tanzania is an ongoing challenge. But in 
Compassion’s work lifting children out of poverty, 
the availability of safe drinking water is essential. 

Contaminated water leaves children vulnerable 
to a variety of health issues. Waterborne diseases 
and infections lead to malnutrition. They stunt a 
child’s physical development; they keep children 
out of school and religious training; and they 
force caregivers to lose income and miss work. 
That’s why ensuring access to safe drinking water 
is a central component to Compassion’s holistic 
approach.

Because of your support 
of the Mount Kilimanjaro 
Challenge, our church 
partners in northern 
Tanzania were able 
to drill a borehole to 
reach a safe, reliable 
source of water for 550 
sponsored children at 
Moravian Mianzini Student Center. This new water 
source means these children are now enjoying 
better hygiene, nutrition and overall health. School 
attendance and performance are both increasing. The 
clean water has transformed their lives.

AN ANSWER TO PRAYER

In the community around Moravian Mianzini Student 
Center, families struggled to find safe drinking water. 
Caregivers dedicated much of their time to walking 
long distances to collect water, as did their children. 
Without a water source of its own, Compassion’s 

partner church depended on an expensive vendor 
to meet water needs at its student center. These 
merchants often collected water from unreliable 
sources, capturing it with infrequently cleaned 
pumps and delivering it in unsterilized containers.

This put children at risk of waterborne diseases, 
and the water deficit hampered attendance and full 
program participation. The center’s latrines were 
becoming unsanitary. Staff struggled to keep plates 
and cooking utensils clean. 

“The church partners used a lot of money and time to 
get clean and safe water for drinking, cooking, and 
washing toilets on program days,” says Mongi.

Thanks to the funds raised from the Mount 
Kilimanjaro Challenge sponsorships and donations, 
the student center was able to drill a borehole and 
locate safe water, as expected, at a depth of 49 
meters. Once the water quality was confirmed — an 
answer to prayer — our church partner installed 
a pump, plumbing, storage tanks, and distribution 
points for collecting water and washing hands and 

Children at the Moravian Mianzini Student Center wash their 
hands thanks to a new source of safe water.

“This project has 
provided hope for 
the future...you have 
done a great work 
which has put a mark 
on my life...”
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utensils. To better support the water tanks, the 
contractor strengthened the existing toilet building 
and rebuilt the roof using a concrete slab. This 
resulted in a secondary benefit: additional classroom 
space below the new water tank storage. With space 
at a premium, this invaluable new room will find 
use as a computer room or for other educational 
activities.

The children are already enjoying the improved 
water access. “Beneficiaries at the child development 
center are now more able to integrate hygiene 
education into their daily lives,” Mongi says. “We 
have clean and safe water for drinking, cooking and 
washing toilets.” The borehole also provides water 
to the community — which Mongi says can lead to 
lasting change. “Parents or caregivers will be able to 
engage themselves in income-generating activities. 
They no longer have to walk long hours searching for 
water. This will reduce poverty at a household level.”

PEACE OF MIND

Florence Michael and her sisters Sikudhani and 
Calsia attend Moravian Mianzini Student Center. 
They faced challenging circumstances before the 
borehole made clean water available. “It was difficult 
to maintain hygiene, 
especially for little 
children,” she says. “It 
put them into a great 
risk of getting water-
related diseases.”

Today, rather than 
spending hours 
searching for water, 
Florence and her 
sisters arrive early 
for school and enjoy 
extra time to finish 
homework at the end 
of the day. “I have 
enough time to read 
and prepare myself for 
exams. The water has 
brought us peace of 
mind.”

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
GENEROSITY  
Your generosity has 
helped eliminate the 
water deficiency at 

this student center in Tanzania. The borehole well 
and collection system provide safe water and reduce 
diseases for 550 sponsored children, along with their 
caregivers, church members and residents of the 
surrounding neighborhood — a total of nearly 3,500 
people. As children learn more about hygiene, enjoy 
healthier meals, and participate more in program 
activities, they will grow physically, mentally and 
spiritually. “This project has provided hope for the 
future,” says Florence. “Donors, you have done a great 
work which has put a mark on my life and the lives of 
all the registered children.” 

We join Florence in gratitude for your support and 
for showing Christ’s love in such a practical and life-
changing way.

Two water storage tanks were installed above a second-story activity room, and new 
plumbing was connected to distribution points around the center.
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