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Solving Water Scarcity in Tanzania
Borehole Installation Reduces Sickness and Changes Lives

The availability of safe, clean drinking water is 
essential to Compassion’s work in releasing children 
from poverty in developing countries like Tanzania. 
Contaminated water causes a number of debilitating 
sicknesses — and children are especially vulnerable. 
More than hurting a child’s physical health, these 
illnesses impede spiritual, emotional and educational 
progress. Sickness forces children to miss tutoring 
and spiritual training at Compassion’s child 
development centers. Caregivers lose income and 
miss work in pursuit of medical treatment. 

At PAG Njiro Student Center in northern Tanzania, 
a water shortage during the annual dry season was 
hurting our partner church and sponsored children. 
Parents would send children to fetch groundwater at 
local ponds, a difficult 
task which caused 
them to miss program 
activities at the center. 
The water they collected 
was not always clean, 
and too many children 
were becoming sick 
with waterborne 
diseases like typhoid 
and diarrhea. Thanks to your generous support of the 
2014 Mt. Kilimanjaro trek, PAG Njiro was able to drill a 
borehole that provided a safe, reliable source of water 
for 280 sponsored children, their caregivers, and 
the surrounding community. Today attendance has 
improved, cases of sickness have diminished and lives 
have been transformed by clean water.

DRILLING FOR DEEP NATURAL RESOURCES 
PAG Njiro is located near Arusha, a large city of more 
than 400,000 people. Despite a tourism industry related 
to its proximity to Kilimanjaro and Serengeti National 
Park, pockets of Arusha are impoverished. Many 

adults in small communities like Njiro are unemployed 
or day laborers earning the U.S. equivalent of $5 a 
month. Finding clean water is difficult in Njiro. Surface 
sources like ponds fill up during the rainy season, 
but often end up contaminated by livestock or poor 
sanitation practices. During the dry season, access to 
clean water is virtually nonexistent.

“The small pond I used to get water from could easily 
get dry just after fetching a few buckets,” says Margaret 
Urassa, a widow whose granddaughter, Joan, attends 
PAG Njiro. “The water was not clean and safe for health 
and sanitation. This situation was dangerous.”

The money raised from Mt. Kilimanjaro sponsorships 
and donations enabled PAG Njiro to drill a borehole 
well on our partner church’s property to access 
clean water discovered 450 feet below ground. Once 
the water had been tested and cleared for human 
consumption, the church installed a pump and water 
storage tank, with distribution points throughout the 
premises. Modern washrooms were also constructed as 
part of the project, ensuring that children were able to 
wash their hands regularly and improve their personal 
sanitation practices.

The church and student center now have a reliable 
water supply for drinking and cleaning. Caregivers, 

Contractors stuck water at 450 feet blow ground, accessing a 
supply that has been tested and approved for consumption.

“The water was not 
clean and safe for 
health and sanitation. 
This situation was 
dangerous.” 
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siblings and other community members can access the 
water for use at home, reducing waterborne illness. 
Workers at the child development center use the water 
to prepare food and tend a small garden at the church, 
enhancing the nutrition of children in the program. 
Most importantly, since completing the project health 
records indicate attendance has improved and cases of 
waterborne diseases have decreased.

“This borehole construction will positively change the 
lives of registered children,” says director Amin Simon. 
“Clean water is no longer a problem.”

FREEDOM AND HOPE
Luciana James, a 21-year-old registered beneficiary 
finishing up her time at PAG Njiro, says the borehole 
has given peace of mind to her and her three younger 
siblings. “We are not thinking too much on how to get 
water,” she says. They used to spend all their free time 
locating water, a task that often took precedence over 
homework. “The situation before took most of our 
program lessons time and physical strength. Our day-
to-day programs and activities will now be simplified 
and improved.”

“The completion of this project has provided me and 
the entire Njiro community hope,” says Margret Urassa, 
who also is employed as a custodian at the church 
and student center. She says she now has more time 
to serve the church and assist 
with educational activities 
rather than “fetching water at a 
distance.”

THANK YOU
This borehole well and 
collection system solves an 
immediate problem for the 280 
children at PAG Njiro, providing 
clean water and reducing 
waterborne disease. But it 
may also have a lasting impact 
upon our partner church and 
its community. Clean water 
addresses the dire situation of 
water scarcity among Njiros’ 
families. It decreases sickness. 
It provides healthy foods 
to sponsored children and 
enables the church to meet an 
important community need. 
Luciana says the impact may 
even be eternal. “We know 
water is life,” she says. “We 
believe through this great 

miracle, many people are going to get reached with the 
Gospel easily and believe in Jesus so as to have eternal 
life.” Thank you for your support and generosity.

The church installed a pump and water storage tank, with distribution points 
throughout the premises, including modern handwashing stations.
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